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''Changm.: ia:L2,iy P-attt^rns and the Adoption of Minority Children 

Absi:ract: Ti is i^aper examineg" the impact of changing 
family pai^i err.s on the ardoption of rainc^ri,ty children. 
It was .found that iamilies possessing more contemporary ' 
family pattei'ns — sharin^r work and parenting roles — were 
more v/illiru^ to adopt ininofity, olUer, ihandicapped and 
retarded childri^iu It^v/as hypothesized that political 
conservati Si.; and C-'iiventiorial reli^ios^j ty would* be 
in«:.or:*pat itle aoceotin^j the' hsrd-to-place . This w^s 

found to '^-'i ^^'l'y some cases, such as in the 
adoptior: cd Uxa... cu: iciren.^ The results suggest thclt 
child prelerences converge with political and reli^.iuus 
values. ' ^ ^ 



There rn-Ki now S' u.e 'k^5,0UO children iii tiie United States 
without lan^ires (liutt , ' 1V//0 • Minority member chJ.ldr,en — 
BlacKs, i"ispcix.iCo-) .;aei , the psycho.lo^';ically ana the physically 
handxc:a:\:)Cd — are di.spr.-^ .rtionately ^verr^^^iresentea .amun^; tnis 
'^onu.ot : -.ri. , ^r^ty :>1 tj.'for ^>*.ilarcn ti-avel tiirougn 

a contirnu jio-iy icvolviu/ v^oor of fostef homes, public- and 
private in::^ tilutious v/hxch^-in the abs'^nce of . stable family 
life — usually * ':a'.t;j a h'^avy ^toll on these v ^'^nrsters", oiteri'- 
inflictin ' \; r / . < c'oLc ^;sycholo^3ii:al dain'ai>:o and impaired social- 
adjustmf Ti . .-^^^o, a K^^av/ burden i.s, ^sustained by the society, 
to support tht tnoriaons variety-^af temporary child care 
arranf:e,me;<tb these ohildien require. ' ' ^ 

Althnurh> a r^uition of these chiidr^^h ultimately v/ill be 
returned^ t ^ > tr-^ir rp.a^iver arid faniiicr, rn<>st can look forward 

s 

to ri c-.lu ] r<.Ciau .1.. udoor inft itut i -(rial auspicies with all- 
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its attendant riisadvantaf*^JB» A fv!c^;nt Kfji:nnchusetLr> r;tuci:/ 
revealed that of all children in foster care , in that state, 
by •3/0 had been ^in the system 2 or more ye^rs; 33Vo of the children 
never had been returned -to their parents (Giruber, 1973). ^ 
Although aciop'tion is by no means the "o^ly solution for dealing 
with the matter ofchjld neglect, clearly, its expaiasion may . 
contribute a :-;reat deal tov/ard alleviating the scope of these 
probleiTiS. y . 

Increa^sin^ numbers of social scientists and child welfare " 
advocates have become acutely aware of the needs arid rights 
of all children to permanent homes to acii?quately provide for > ^ 
their ps/cholo^ical and socl'^1 development (Goldstein, Freud; 
Solnit, 1975). In recent yeavb adoptive pl-icements of so--called 
'aard-to-place ' children have increased r)henomenally. Although 
no national- data have been collected on the subject, -.^n the - 

•-ST 

State of Massachusetts" a study, shov/ed a 300U increase in older 
child adoptions (.from ¥t to- ij2A). and a_ 200% increase d^f black 
and racially mixed Children (from 41 to 78) in the "years from ' 
1969 to 1972 (Massachusetts- Adoption Resource Sxchange Annual 
Reports, '1969-1972). In 1972, ^for the first time the ■ 
•Massachusetts Adontion Fiesource Exchange began to' tabulate data, 
on adoptions of h^dicapped "children— another indicator\of 'a 
possible growing trend in'this realm as well. Notwithstanding 
these promisi,ng trends, most minority children remain, as .the 
a,Tencies term them, '-hard-tq-place ' . . ^ 

Little is known about' what, groups in the population and . 



what soolo-^.uiiur.il ctrir'riclt»i^i<;t jcs mLiit b'j most and -*ast 

cainenable toward acceotix\, tHoso kinds 61 children. Are 
* " * 

there significant difierehces in the acceotability of different 
kinds of h?rd^to^place children? Ar'e there any kinds of family 
"^i::e styles tliat are associated with accepting minority children 
^nswurs to j:he above questions' contain important policy implicat 
for S9cial work practitioners that may prove considerably 
useful .for I'ocatin^ prospective homes for .minority children, 
Moreover, this problem appears to 'contain a, fruitful ,^a?ound 
for explprin,.-' uninvestigated dimensions of changing American 
family life-, , " . : 

Backgrou nd and Theoretical Considerations " 

, In the past adoption agencies and adoptive parents have 

•hesisted the adoption of" children stir;matizod by race, ehtnicity 

•or physical handicap (Nutt and .Snyder , 1973). Both agencies 

and families re-arded,the ,ideal' adopted child as one which would 

he. indistin.Tuishable from a no'rmal healthv infant born to 

^parents. Adoption agencies used to match parents and children^ 

not Only ©n physical characteristics, but also on less visible. 

^aspects such as^ religion (Elt'on and Susan Klibanoff, 1973). 
> • • 

i'^ost' adoptive families v^ent to great len/Tths^to conceal the 

it , 
» , ' ^ ' <^ 

fact of adpption f^^om otTier persons, in many cases witholdin/^, 
♦ , I? 

this information even from their adoptiye children (K. David 

Kirk, 1964)* Forme rly,/adopt>io]ff was oriented almost entirely 

toward simulating biological parenthood; people v;ho adopted 

v/anted only healthy infants, racially and .ethically homof;eneous^ 

• « * • 

to themV^elves*'. ./ ' . ♦ 
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* More recently, adopt i an has been chanr,inf,. In the last 

twenty years there has been 'a remarkable increase in-J^e number 

of white American parents v/ho "have adopted transracially and 
' • . «• 

transnationally. In the last 'five years from 1968 to 1975 

The ImmigraJ^ipn and NaturaL^vzation Service reported a 250 

,per cent increase in the number o/- transnational adoptions 

by American citizens (Adam. -and Kim, 1971; U.S. Immigration 

and Naturalization Service, Iiipigrant (vrghans Admitted to the 

U.S., 1971-1975) . \ These were predominately Asian children, 

but a considerable number of Latin American children were 

also present. There were 1t12 transnational^ adoptions in 

1968 and 4015 in 19.73. Trends in domestic transracial- adoption 

are harder to document,, but the most comprehensive and reliable 

"data available suggest a 40 p.er cent increase in the adoption ^ 

of black children by -white parents between 1969 and 1^71 ^ 

(Grow and Shapiro, 1974). ^ 

To some extent this trend may be understood simply as a 
response to the diminishing number of white ^infants available 
for adopt-.on..-> Legalized abortion and the wider availability 
ol effective contraceptives have reduced the, number of 
illegitimate births in the Un:ited States '(Nutt, 197^,;^ McNamara, 
19^5). The growing trend among unv^d mothers to retain 
custody'of their' children has' further diminished' the number 
ol infants available lor adcptipn (reKtolf, 197o).'' 

Yet, there is reason to' believe that these changes reflect 

* * 

more than the decline of adoptable infants. In the past 

.6. 



inXer1:ility v/ac the primary motive for adoption, To^ay-this 

•seems to be changing. An examination of the recent adoption 

* ■ . ^ 

"literature suggests that a considerable number of those adopting^ 

* today include fertile couples (lIcNamarn, 1975; K. and S.^ . 

Klibanoff, 1975; Finshel, "1972; Nutt and Snyder, 1973)- 

In the^^periad v/hen thes'e dramaf-ic changes adoption 

iaave been talcing* place ther^ have also been equally remarkable 

chan£,es in the realm of American family life. It ^ould seem 

plausible to sufr*:Bst that these chancring adoptive pat;berns '\ 

reflect shifts in family life as a whole. / 

xt is widely acknowledged among^ family .sociol'oglsts- that 

the American family' is currently in a <5state of trafisitip^. 

During the twentieth century family life^^ has changed greatly: ^ 

patriarchal authority, has declined considerably; ^household 

it 

and child ca're tasks have come to be more equally shared by » 
both spouses; family size has greatly diminished; married 
women have entered J:he v/ofk force in unprecedented numbers; 
Interrelif^ious ond interracial marrinres and divorce^ — once ^ - 
{'aritiet: — ^now*aro commonplace events.* Clearly, the traditional 
role se, restated patriarchal family is fant .r>oconin: obsolete ^ 
Members of efnerfin/^ contemporary oralifrT I s-'i fgrnilies feel ' , 
less bound by traditional concept ion of :in3hip ana increasln/^lv 
seei-; to maximize individual choice, nnd person"! need satisfaction 
in family relationships (Farber, 106A). ^ - - - 

There nay well be ? t»elat i onship betv/o^m c -alitarion 
patterns of lariiily lift arid newer and nior'. ^unconventional mod^G o 



• ■ ■ "r ■ 

lamily formation such as the adoption of hard-to-place children. 

As md^ividuals asisume more , flexible and interchangeable roles'"^ 

in their interrelationships amonf>; "each other— l^^s bound by 

" traditio'nai conceptiqni^ of tho famiiy — tho-y /Klay^^well become 

more rdceptivo to. n vvidor n-^nre of possiblr:": fami ly memborsf 

ramily theorists claim that contemporary families have- 

bocbmo-inci^easin.;ly floxibia, about the ^inds of intimate 

relationships they f'ind. acceptable (Keller, 1971; Kanter, 

Vj'/^i; rarber, 1,972). ' The increasing interest in adopting 

^ children racially and culturally unlike their pai^ents appears ' 

to be conristent with, if not a de^ivativo, of this more. Rieneral ■ 

partem' of accepting; .creator diversity and choice in family - 

■ * ' , <. • • 

life. 'Yet, it reihainc to be demonstratGc^ empirically v/hobher 

■ . " . ,■ ' ''^ ■ 

those who have Deen in the vanr.uard of' family chan.-^e hav^ also 

' > . r ■' 

been more .inclined to be revolutionary in their involvements 
with adoption. l<i the preseAt research we ^re inter.es-ced in 
explorln,, v/hether those who have renounced more traditional 
concep-y!ons of family life, have indee'd become more receptive^ 
^ tov/ard 'hard-tVplace ' children. ^ 

The acceptability of sti.^;matised 'children can not be^ _ 
explained entirely by reference feo family patterns. Fanil'y 
values 'ond parental behavior are deeply imbedded in a -matrix 
which Includes the -economic, relifcious and political values 
of Americ.--. Traditional ideas about family life^are viromulfated , 
let;itimatod and sustained -by traditional social institutions 
and political values. Bernard Farber has detailed the close 
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relalsionship be1;ivei$n reli^iau^, economic: and politi,cal ideas 

wtiich prevailed" in* prerevolutionary* ^\mcrica> and .the- traditional 

.structl-i^e of the ^norlcan Toniily (Farbc^n/ 1^7^) / '!Ie ha§ nrrrued . 

that\|;hesc ideas have continued to exert \i .ppwerful influence 

•»/ * 

-» ' » * . * . ' • • 

on the course of Am^erican fajnily life. Thereforev, we 'Expect 

that adherence to traditional reli{:iouS a-nd political values " 

would support more- cons^ervative family practices and would 

be inCorapatiblG -with newer and^ uncony ^tiona 1 modes family 

lormation buch a's the a^-^'ootion of. minorit; children. 

We plan to explore^ tv/o fundamental "tradit^.onal sur>r)orters 

■ ^ \ ' ' ' • ^ . ^ 

of the family: conventional reliF^ious affiliations and:' 

conservative political attachments. Ve anticipate that those 
. t 

exhibiting ^^reat atta^chmonts to established rclinions and' political 
institutions ^vill be less amenable to accepting the hard~to-place 
and v/ilL be mor^ traditional in the*u:^ adoption preferences. 
i:6re often. they will tend to adopt" infant., v/hite and female 
children, the more v/idely accep-table kinds of children for 
adoption, both in the past and 'at nrer.ent'. H. David Kirk 
(1954) has co^:ently argued in his studies of.^ intra-racial adopt- 
ion in the United States and Canada, th^t t'|raditional narents 
are more likely to adopt rirls than boys* Boys, Kirk arnaes, - 
are seen b^y traditional families as the" inheritors of family 
^-name', values and property; f;irls do not assume such a pivotal 
pasitioh. - -Kore' conservative families are, there !Pore, more v;ill- 
in/, to "ris*:'* 'tne adaption of a rTirl. The "costs'^ of failure 



A great-deal bf research ' (Lif)seV, 1%0) finds adhereAts'^- 
of conventidnai ireligions and conservative politics to^ exhibit 
more intoie-rance towards" minorities than their more secular' 
and* ii^er^al' counterparts. V/e '-e>ipect thi^-wiil be relevant 
in *the case of adopting the stigmatized or minority .child and 
will .generally 'tend to, preclude adoption' of 'such children. 



X 



Method- and Sample * ' ^ ' " . " 

This study was based upon, a mailed questionnaire taken 
from a nation-wide sataple of 'adoptive parents. This work is 
part of a larger now on-goifig study- contemporary -trends 
in adoption. Two pretests were conducted and examined before 
final revised questionnaires were distributed to the sample. 
That da^^a was collected J)etween the months of N6vember X^lh 

'I 

and October ' 

\ ' > ... 
V/hile consisting entirely of .adoptive parents' the sample 

"tends to ov&r- represent those, who have already adopted 

■minority children. The typical f am'iiy' in . our sample' consisted 
of white, native born parents whcji have adopted a foreign , 

. born child, most often from Asia. The sample w^i^^ drawn • 
fror.i, member ship lists provided from a variety <A adoptive - 
parent orranizations located throughout th(? country and from 
.several international adoptidn agencies that specialize in the 
Dlacement r^r'-Tiinority (usually foreign born, non-white) 
. hiidren. Efforts werq made in selecting parent organizations 

. to cooperate wJ^th the research to enlist the participation 
of narent grouos waose inember^ships were" acknowledged to 
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. iucludo -fnembers v;ho ivfd c.ojr»nle t(*d .trnm5->ncia I and traric-- 

notional adopti6ns. . - ^ . , ^ 

Attempts vere also 'nade. to ensure tlio inclusion of at least 

f ' ' ; . . " " 

^several /canstituenci€?s that represented in-country , in-race 
adQpting -families. 'Xhe exec-utive officers to- whom we cofre- ' '. 
sponded in* the gatherin,>T of lists were "also asked to provide 
the names and addresses of any indivi-duals. thgy may. know who 
had adopted ^chi^ldren but who didr not belorn,: to their orgainzations. 
- /:^hen 'the adoptive family lists exceeded' 100 or more naraes the " 
names v/ere selected- on a fired interval basis so as hot, to* 

"over-- re pre sent a particular sub-group in th<^ total sample. 

^' ' ' I ' 

In the* intiaL phase of this study 664 questionnaires wfere 

returned. The< response rate for our adoptive , parent population 

v/as 61 percent.^ One follow up letter was -sent to delaying 

respondents in a effort to reduce the non-response rate. , * 

Amlysis of the data shows that it contains a f^ood xross 

section of white adoptive ^families, including those v/ho have 

adopted minority children, as well as those v/ho have not; 

those ndoptin>:.^ throU.^h a/;»mcies as VelJ as those who h^^v^ 

adopted privately; those who belong to adoptive pare^it ^ ' 

or:ianizat^ons and those who -are unaffiliated v/Ath such '^roup.s__*i, 

V 

'Discussion and F indin^s^ 

V/e aslced our respondt^nts to indicate the extent to which 

< * » - 

husband and wife shared' the tasks of feedin;; children, super'vlsing v 
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^3ee also Appendix A. * \ 
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■ * \ - ■ * ... Pat'e. 10 . . 

children a.t play and- diapcrin;: babies, '-.e combined tuese 
'qu'estiorxs in a measure of the degree to which child care t^skg 
were sharfed-. ' This measure of shared* child care v/as positively 
associated with tht. ^llingness to a^opt stigmatized chiadren. • ■ 
V.'e asked our respondents to. indicate .how willing they would 

*. • • * > 

be to adopt vchildren of various de.scriptions:-J retarded, older, 
black and handicapped children. "Shared child care was asScqj-ated \ 
with willingness to ^dopt .an older child, with' a gamina of .143 
and chi ^square 
See: Table" I.' 



approaches 'significance at the\lO level. 



Table I 

Div'iSion of Child C^re Labor 



/Willingness 
..to. adopt 
older child 



Total Perpeiiit. P 
Frequency F 
> "Adopt Easily 

F 

'P 

Reservations 

F 

• < ^- 

N-ot Consider 

'F 



1 100. p- 
(605.0)' 


4.6 •.•25.1. 
(2S.0)' (152.0) 


(327.0) 


- 16.5 • ■ , 
(100. o') • 


(138.0) 


28.5 ; 28. 5 
(8.0) ;.,(43.,0) 


/20..3 ^ 

Cbi.O) 


"21.0 ' 

♦ 

■ (21.0)" , 


36 ...p 
(218.0) 


'42.^ ' 
(12.0) 


3f.2V 


38.8 
•(126,0) 


28.0 ' 
(28.0L1' 


41.2 ^ 
(249.0) 


28.6 
( 

..(9t0)- 


3.7. 5« 

(57-..0) 


4*e.9 

(133) 


51 ."0. . 

.i"51.0) 



. Chi' Square- lO'. 342 with 6 "degrees* of freedom-- ■ 
Gamma- 0.143 - . ♦ >■ , ' 

Most of the other associations were of similar of '.greater 
strength ;'ali: of t.he othep" chi squai;e-s we-re si, nif leant; at the 
10 level jor h-igher. Examifiirig this' hypbthesis^with the.-actual 
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adoption of older children we found that the associations 
with shared child care persisted, 
.*See Table II " ' ' 



Table II 



Division of Child Care LalE^r 



2 years or under 



Age *of last 
adotpt-ed child . 0 
at .adootioh *' 5 5 



p 


100. o' 




25.4 


. 55.4 


16.4 


F 


(blO.O) 


■(S.o) 


(15-5. 


(326;o) 


(100.00) : 


P 


74.3 


41 .4 


75.3. . 


7b. 1 


! 76.0 . 


F 


(453.0) 


(12.0-) 


(I'liJj) 


(248.0)' 


' (76.0) 


P 


.17:4 


;44.8 . 


15.5. . 


' 16."0 


^.17.0 


F." 


TlOb.p).- 




. (24.0)'' 


.(.52.0) 


(17.0) . 


P , 




15.8 


* -9.0 


a.Or 


' 7.0 


F* 


:. (51..0)-- 


(4..Q). 


(14^0) 


(26.0) 


• (7.0) ■ 



D. years or Older 

• ^ Chi Square- 19. 10 with 6 degr-ees of freedom ; si/^nlficant at .01 
t. Gamma' — r 0^X27 - . - - ' , l \ . '* • 

^:^i^lar trends were shown \:±th the adorftic^n of black ■ cixlldren* 

: Shared chila care xs /j^egatively associc^-ted. with^ado^.tlilg ^ 

a girl (Garnma .0-30', Chif^si^ti^re significant at the' .20'lQvel),, 

Th$». association is weakr^^n^ not statistically significant but 

was/, found to be in the pgeditted direction, 

l/e* exaraihed two measures of sharped woric role^; the first 

;^ ' • 

was an attitudinal ^easure, agreement with Lhe idea that women 
<• - • . • " ' ' , 

can v/ork "and be good mothers at the same time;" thb seco^nd v/as" 
the employment status of the mother:^ .was she- wprking full 
time, part tim^, or was she not employed outside th^^home, ^ 
B.oth of these measures showed' much the-) same pattern as shared', ^ 
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child care. Both agreement ^with-.the icle-a that working women 

can be^ good mothers and the 'mother being employed full time 

were generally assaciated witn the willingness to adopt 

minority children. found, for example, that approval of 
■ / 

maternal employment v/as associated with the willingness to 
ado""t:'a blac/. child with a gamma value of .27i3. 
See Table Ii:^ 



■ Table III . . " : 

Qood Mothers Can- Also Pursue Careers / 



Total 



7=:Di-sagree .Strongl y 



V/illingness 
'-to Adopt Easily 

Adopt 



Afro-, 
American , 
Child 



Reservations 



p 


100.0 


' 30.3 


■ 32:7 


14. i 


15.6 


7.3 


F 


(630.0) 


(191 .0) 


;-^206.0) 


(89.0) 


(98) 


(46.0) 


P 


24; 3 


40.3 


i 17.5 


' 19.1 


'■•-15.3 ; 


17.4 


c 


(153.0) 


(77.0) 


* (36.-0) 


(17.0) 


(15.0) 


(8.0)- 


P 


33.3 ' 


30.4 


, '3a. 3 


= 33.7 


28.6 


30.4 


F 


(210..0) 


(58.0) 


j (80-0) 


(30.0)" 


(28.0) 


(14.0) 


P 


■ 42.4 


"'-29.3 


; 43.7' 


'- k7.2 


■ 56.1 • 


52.2- 


F 


(267.U) 


(56.0) 


' '(90.0) 


(42.0) 


(55.0) 

• 


(24.-0) 



Chi ^Sqaare-^0. 104 with 6 degrees of ireedom, si^,nif..icant at .001 level 
Gamma • ^ ' . ' ^ ' 

^ Behaviorally, acceptance of maternal emplo>Tnent was correlated 
" w.th the actual adoption -of black "children with a gamma value 
of .575 ' ~ ^ ' ' • ' 

* 

See lable IV. Ilext pa^'e. - 
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' Table^ IV 
Good Mothers Can Also Pursue Careers 
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Total Agree Strongly 



Adopted 

Black 
Children 



Frequency F 

-p. 

Ho Blacks . 

r 

Blacks ^ 



. .100.-0 


30.6 


32.7 


14.0 


15.5 . 


' 7.3, 


. (634.0) 


(194.0) 


(207.0) 


(89.0) 


(98.0) 


(46.0) 


94.8' 


88.1 


97.0 


.97.8 


96.6 


o7.8 


(601 .0) 


(171.0) 


(202.0) 


(dV'.o) 


("96.0) 


(45.0) 


5.2 


11.9 


2.4 


2.2 


2.0 


2-. 2 


(33.0) 


(23.0) 


. (5.0) 


(2.0).. 


(2.0) 


(1.IJ) 



Disagree Strongly 



Chi Square-25.079 with 4 degrees of freedom, significant at the .001 leve 
Gamma 0.575 

&. There appears to be a consistent positive association 

^ between our measures of. shared work roles and .accepting;; older 

and black children; the relationships of our indeoend'ent - - 

variables and the acceptance of handicapped and retarded 
children seemed weaker and less consistent. It Ls' conceivable 
tnat the time constraints imposed upon working mothers might ' , 
limit their receptivity toward these particular kinds of 
. stigmatized children. * ' - . 

e measured^ religiou.'> traditionalism alon^' two axes: the 
frequency of religious participation and the affiliation. with 
conventional religions. Initially, w^ expected to fiiid that 
those more closely affiliated with traditional religious 
institutions v/ould be ingve incliiied to accept traditional . 
• " conceptions of parenting and would bp less receptive in 

general toward adopting the hard-to-place. ' 



Page 1^ 

This led us to also expect that the conventionally • 

religious would prefer to adopt white female infant children. 

^'"'The adoption of a white infant is con^-ruent with a child born 

to the family in its infapc/ and racial homogeneity. 

■ ' To the. e-xtenr that children tiiver^^e from traditional 

expections we- expected -that the conventionally religious , 

would be less inclined to accept them. Although the association 
■■■'.* , ' ■ * 

between religious participation and adopting a.ga.rl is 
- in the predicted direction the strength of the association . 

is quite weak. Our findings with regard- to the adoption 
<- ""■ ■ , - ■ 

..of bla-€k children are similar:,, those v^ith higher rates 
■ ■ ' ■ / ^' . 

of religious participation were less inclined to adopt black • , 

children and less likely to have actually uone so. This was 
• as ejxpected but the associations were no^ statistically 

. „ significant. 

Contrary to our expectations we found that acceptance of 
older, retarded' and handicapped children was "positively 
. associated with religious activism. Table V shows the 

relationship betv^een relirious participation and the acceptance 
»of t:.e retarded. > , 



ERIC 

hnimiimrn'iama 



i6 



Eh 



O 
-H 
•P 
OJ 
Pi 
tH 
O 
•H' 
•P 
U 
OJ 

o 

•H 

to 

•H 
rH 

0) 

0) 
•H 

























p 
































a) 






































i si 


) 




O 




o 


a) 


o 




• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 


• 
















O 




CD s4 




D 














^ cd 


















O ;G 


















p 






































t< \ 


J) 


(\l 


O 


'^£> 


o 


CM 


o 
























O 


f< \ 








t< \ 


o> 


d) 










K^ 








































* 


— ' 




















>> 












o 


CO 


w 
O 


H 






o 




• 


* 




• 




• 


• 


* 








l>- 




p 






o 


o 


C\J 


























0 




































O <U OJ 








o 


o 


O 






G Q) 


• 


• 




• 


• 


• 


m 


• 














C\i 


CM 




tAP 










CM 


V- 


(>- 




OJ 




























> 








OJ 


r- 










o 


CO 


o 


W Q> 


• 


• 




o 


• 


* 


* 












• 










1 S 












C\i 
























P 












































o 




o 




o 




















> 


<t 










\~* 








\' 








CM 


CM 
























% 


















iH 


O 


y 




o 


C\J 


O 




o 




















P 


o 






r- 


CO 




CO 


Cn- 


0 


o 






C\J 


C\J 


CO 




r* 1 


Eh 




o 








r- 

























p 

0) 

o 

0) 



' P 

o 



iu ^ lu^O^ ti^ Ul, 



o 



rH 

(f) 



p 
o 
< 



c 

-H 

> 

^ 0) 



u 

0) 
■H 

o 
o 

p 
o 



rH 

> 

rH 

o 



0^ 
P 
P 

p 
C 

o 

'hH 
-H 

to 

03 



S 
O 
•d 

o- 
u 



x: 
p 

CO 

• 

O 
t I 
0) I 
U .1 
0) i 
«j I - 

I 

•hI 
a o 



CO 

0 p (D 

^ c P«'d 

»iO O ^ H 

»H cd p 
M o u 

•H P 

cd 



ERIC 



17 



V/hat v/e indy have failed to take into account here 'is 
that high levels of religious commitment are related to norms 
of charity and compassion for the unfortunate and downtrodden 
members of .society. The religiQusly committed appear to be 
more willing to accept children stigmatized by individual 
.misfortune ^ut much less inclined to accept thos? outcast - 
by group rpembers'hip* 



The associaxions between conventional re^ugious affiliation 

and our dependent variables are' similar to the patterns 

observed with religious participation. Table VI shows the 

relationship between conventional religious affiliation -and 

' * ^ , ^ " * \ 

the. willingness to adopt a retarded child^ 

T 

If one looks at the difference between those who are 
^ affiliated with a traditional rjeligion — Protestants / Catholics 
and Jews — and those who have no religious affiliation one 
sees that there is a positive association between affiliation 
' and the willingness to adopt handicapped and> retarded children 
and* a nep-ative association between af filiation *and the 
willifigness to -adopt a black children The religiously 
affiliated' express similar traditionalism in their cjioice' - 
'of* girls in adoption* . " 

T>ie data yielded some unexpected findings when v;e compared- 
Jews w'lVn Protestants and Catholics ♦ Jews are usually regarded 
to be politically libe ral' and^, less n ligiously comrriitted 

than adherents of other faiths. Yet, we found Jews to'^be the 
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most unwillirt^; of all l^n cunsidering the adoption of any . 

Stigmatized ciiildren. ■ There '.is' a negative association 

between Jewish afriliatioa and the willing :ness to adopt 

black;, handicapped, retarded aiid oldfer children. In the 

actual ado^tion^ of children the negative association 

persisted in 'the adoption of male and black children. To - 

some extent, these findings are consistent with other 

research in this arek. "Another study, (Brenner, 1951), has « 

noted greater preferences for females among Jewish adoptive ' 

♦» 

parents. . - . 

^ * - «t , 

The meaning of -these trends i^s not 'altogether clear., 
^ ^ --^ , 

There may well be several iactors involved. One factor that 

initially can bs-- ruled out is that the Jews- JLn^our sample 

are unrepresentative". The politics, soc-ial status and ~ 

religious oartici^ation found among the members of our 

sample is consistent v/ith. these characteristics among the 

f » ' V? ' 

American Jewish population (Sklare / 1958) One element 
that may enter^ into the interpretation of this is that Jews 
are a particularistic group with' a commitment tc mslintain the 
continuity of their religious and ^etimic culture. This- presents 
formidpible., obstacles in the ad'option of black' children 
particularly at a l:ime of rising tensions between blacks 
gnd Jews. Mot only are there obstacles to the acceptance 
of biacl: Jewish children on the part of Jews, but there is a' 

real question of the acceptability of blacK Jews within tne 

. " • . ''^'^ 



V . • Page 19 

black community. A black child with- v/hite" Protestant 
adoptive parents would h^ve little ^'Hrouble reconciling 
his black identity with a black Protestant Christian 
identity.' There is a viable tradition o^ black Protestant 
Christian identity. There is a viable tradition of black 
Protestant ChrjLstianity • The' same can ^ not be said for 
black Judiasm, which exists, but is 'marginal to both 
communities. 

.^Ar^other element v/hich may well enter xnto the un'^aJlaingness 
oi Jews to consider the adoption of retarded and handicapped 
children is that Jews are among the .groups most conscious of 
the costs of child rearing. In examining data on .^Ir^ewish 
iertxlity it seems likely that Jews ,who are making the'asd'^'nt 
to middle and upper middle class status are most likely , to 
" defer and^to reduce child"* bearing (Goldstein and Goldsheider, 
If costs are an important consideratioTi in the care 
oi a retarded .or handicapped child, both in terms of time and 
'money, tney :nay appear to be prohibitive to many mobile Jews. 

Stxll another 'element in the ./explanation may be the 
^abseace j^f a nlssionary tradition withijn Judaism (Dukil.' 1.61;). 
^^oyoioX-^iy^ior i e uniortuuate is oj ton^ lir^.^fed vvitii p^ro^letx^niUf^ 

: arts, x^in^ u Jews do not i rosletxze tiicy .ao not se^- uembers ^ 
or other groil]ps as ^jrotential . onverts^ thus making tl/em less 
Ixkely to qtdopt t^ansrauially and transnationally.; ^ \ 
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-Political conservatism was measured by. the wife's . ' ' • 
political identification on a six poiht scale ranging froia ^ " 
very conservative to ra&ica^. V/e found that those on the ' 
right tended td" be less accepting^ ol. black chil4ren; the 
gamma value'was . .435. See' Table VII. 

In-, terms of the other children—the. retarded, older, 
and. the handicapped— we found a slii::ht positive association - 
.between political .conservatism and the willingness to adopt 
children of these descriptions^ However^ the. associations 
were qyite weak and were'^not statistically significant. The . 
direction of ..these associations is similar to those foiond 
between increased religious participation anc' the willingness 
to adopt. Qur initial expectation that political conservatives 
would be uniformly less accepting of all stigmatized children . 
was not supported by the data. This trend only held true, 
in the case of the' black' child. ' However, the' more traditional 
adoDtive preferences of political conservatives was evidenced ^ 
in their greater preferences to adopt girls (gamma=.103, 
Chi square became significant at .02). \ 

Still another factor that appears to influence the 
willingness to' accept minority children which "was revealed 
' unexTje.ctediy m our data was people's experience with 
adoption.' Respondents were asked to recall their initial 
inclinations toward adopting various kinds of stigmatized 
children both before completing their adoptions and" how 
•willing they would be if they were about to adopt again now. 
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AcknowU>d,>uTi>: th\' limitations this., retrospective data, the. 
♦results are nevertheless sufV.osti^ve.' As a result ol their 
experience with adoption bU per cent shovved varying degrees 
o-f, increased acceptance ox' hard-t6-place children; 40 per cent 
sho\'^ed^no chan^^e and 10 per 'cent indicated a "aecline in 'their 
acceptance of tf.e hard-to-.place . . " 

The greatest chan.^e was indicated in 'inp reasing acceptance 
of older children; 20 per cent of our Scimpied .families showed 
gre.ater willingness to ^icce^t these kinds of children; this 
was followed- by increasing;'' acceptance of black children," , 
which ex^er4.enced a ^:ain of 8 per cent.. See Table VIII. 



Table VIII 



Sli.:iitly^ ivetarded ' 

V 

Adopt easily 
Some Rescrvationg 
V/ould -not consider 

Af rc-Araerican 

Adopt, easily 
Some Reservations 
V.'ould not consider- 

Older Child 

Adopt easily 
iSome/Reservatiohs 
".■ould not consider 

Physical ilancicap 

■Adopt 'iasily 
. Some Reservations 
','ould not consider 



Be] ore Ai ter , pjaLn. oy Ivss 



68% 



.0';. 



+2 
-8 



h3%' 



521 „ 
29,^ 



-4 



2a;: 



+20 
-2i) 



055 



oo: 



•♦3 



' Allhouch o.nr sample is not altofi tlier typical -of 

adoptive parents in general, considering; the large proportion - 

of fan)ilies who have adopted "r.ecially and culturally diverse 

- ' ' 

children, the trends clearly suggest that -social workers may 
find respective adoptive parents for old^r and black, 
children- among those who have already adopted. 



Summary ari^- Conclusions . ' 

Our data reveal that those in the forefront in/assuming 
more contemporary family life styles are -more amenable to 
■parenting minori-ty children. There appears to- be a close ■ 
affinity between the development 6f more flexible and 
interchangable'^'family roles and the aquisition of wider . 
rangih/: perspectives oi who might .be included among family 
members. As peiXDple renounce conv^entional sex role^ they appear 
to become increa^singly willing to extend kinship beyond the 
^traditionally accepted realm t>f- biologically related individual 
Thus, recent 'trends in adoption appear to be an 'integral, 
component of more pervasive family changes. 

Our findings also su^^est that the kind of child 
parent's choose „to adopt closely reflects tneir values and 
institutional commitments. Liberal ^nd^^rvidlcal parents dls- 
pLlaybu the most cbminitment to adopting black children. 
The conventionally religious showed the £^,rea't-es-t~_:interest 
'in handicapped and retarded-children?". These preferences 
Ivould seem to indicate that fariiiiies are often making an 
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ideological statement -.n' lueir adQ{)tions. .Ti^e ideological ^ ^ 
commitment of liberals and' radicals to black ehildreifi should 
need no exolanation.. - . The commitment of t'tie convent ipn'ally 
religious to the handi'jai\ped dnd retarded oAn be seei? as a" 
i^e J lection oi> traditional Judeo-Chrxstian cojaipassion for thte, 
unlortufiate . • 

♦ 

Adoption becomes a means oi ^yjg^re'ssing the cultupal values 
oi the 'adopting parents,' Me would argue that -child rearing" ■ 
,;ii'.va^'s .has political implications; parents raise- children , to . 
. revLlect and. perpe-tuate their v^l^es. In adoption^' this pimply 
becomes r:ort manifest. Adontion creates an additional 
airnensi'^ri -oy permitiln ' pan nts to select a child that is 
':oLna't!bie \,ilh the ii \<iiiu rvrtoM. - . 

irixti^^liy^ uad se6n parenting: 'St^j..;matized children as. 
' ;j un.tfttry .)ht?nomena. Lur data clearxy show this i^ ^hot the^ ^ 
- case. Ve r:ad expected tnat those co:%iitted more secular, 
and liberal viewrr^oxnts VvOiy,d e-thibit a ' reater. ove^ll 
'./xllinrness to adunt itiost.any stxginat^zeu chrld. -'hat v;e 
luund was that secular-l-lberais dl.iorea . i-om the conventionally 
rel.t:ious aiiU ct nservatives not*sa iXxio/. :n i^rje.lr- v/Lll ^n^.ness ^ . 

to adout -sstif^matized ti-'ildren, but. in tiic ,vluds ui ' cuildren 

- ' " ^ . / - ■ ' ■ 

• taey v.ere willu-nt;" to accept. 

uur i^ndxrti.s ^>oi t to 'a*more\",ericrai need to re-evaluate 

• 'the \criteria -employed '~n oiacing'-sti(;mat.ized ch-ilaren. A • 

study in the lnp.uential journal Child Vel:a.-^e fSellcrSj ly'oy) 



ERIC 



26 • 

"9 



. ... 

described the exclusion of coutil^s with radical oolitics i.roin 
the pool 01 prospective adoptive parents for transr-racial . 

»j cflaceuients. C^ur dat^r, suggests these might be among^ the most 
appropriate pfarents. ^ ^ ' 

The most immediate implication oi' o]ar' data for social 
' policy 13^ in. the adoptive placement of stigrnatized-^children. 
Social agencies are often reluctant to believe that there 

* are families v/illing^ to adopt stigmati^sed children • Yet, 
our data suggests that as the trend toward sharing work *and' 
child care roles continues, the number of families who would 
be receptive to the adoption of such children is likely to 
increase. 
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> Appendix A 



' Traditional sexual 
division of labor 
in. child care 

U/Um^Ij^.^ acitueves 
-significance 



Willingness to ^^x45/10 « 

adopt older 

child 



Do not* feel 
raothers should 



v;orK . 



ga: 



jvel at which 



Willingness to 
adopt black 
child 



-.265/. 001 



v;illingness TO ' / . ^ 

adopt retarded --.lyo/.l'J 
child . . 



Vifillingness to 
adopt handi- 
capped child , 

Adopted older . 
child (ren) 

Adopted blacK 
child (ren) 

Adopted a 
' girl 



-.203/. 05 . 

-.ie7/.oi 

.030/.2U 



N.3. stands fo 



••'"^l// achieves 
significance 



-'.278/. :oi 

-.Oy9/N.'S.* 

- .071/N.S.^' 

- .147/3- 

-.571/.OU1 
.081/W.S.* 



r 



Not) Significant 
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Kijthei; 
" unemployed 



^..-T-A /Iftvel at which 
GAia-iA|^2^ achieves 

significance 



-.2/16/01 

-.195/001 
-.086/. 10 
■ -.127/. 20 

,1 

-.? 30/01 , 

-.336/. 001 
.026/N.S.* 
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Anoendix A Continued 



Religious 
Participation 



GAMMA 



/ievel al 
^fr ach'ie 



at which 
.eves 
significance 



Villingne?s to 
adoot older 
child 

V.'illingness to 
adopt black 
child 

V/illingness to 
adopt retarded 
child , . 

v;illingness to 
adopt handi- 
capned child 

Adopted .older 
chiid(ren) 

Adopted black , 
child(rcn) 

Adopted a girl 



.0U7.30 

r 

-.035/. 20 
.179/ .10 ' 

.205/.0? 

' .106/20 , 

^.1"6/N.S.* 
.04'5/N.S. .* 



Conventional Religious 
Affiliation 



Political 
Conservatism 



level at which 
achieves significance 



.001 



.001 

.•30 

.05 
.10 



Q..mkly2 achieves . 
•significance 

.034/N.S.* 

. -.435/001 




-.4yy/.ooi 

.103/. 02 



*iI.S. nean? Not Sii-:n: f I'cant 
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